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SUBJECT: BOUGAINVILLE DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . LOCAL PRESS REPORTS BOUGAINVILLE SECESSIONISTS HAVE 
THREATENED "POLITICAL REDRESS" THROUGHOUT ENTIRE ISLAND 
"DESIGNED TO GET SOME OF THE MONEY FROM THE COPPER MINE 
BACK TO THE PEOPLE", IF GPNG DOES NOT RELEASE BY END OF 

WEEK ROYALTIES AMOUNTING TO A$2.5 MILLION PREVIOUSLY EARMARKED 
FOR BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVERMENT. 

2. LEADER OF BOUGAINVILLE MINE WORKERS STATES UNION WILL 
NOT BECOME INVOLVED AT THIS TIME BUT MAY LATER JOIN 
SECESSIONISTS IF MINE WORKERS BACK PAY NOT AWARDED IN 
CASE CURRENTLY BEFORE SUPREME COURT. 

3. GOVT HELD INTERNAL TALKS ON SITUATION ON JANUARY 16 
AND REPORTEDLY SENT ADDITIONAL POLICE OFFICERS TO THE 
ISLAND ON THE 17TH AND 18TH. 
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4. PRESS ALSO REPORTS SECESSIONIST LEADERS PLAN TO 
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HOLD ELECTIONS FOR A NEW PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT BETWEEN 
MARCH 15 AND MARCH 25. 

5. COMMENT: DURING DECEMBER 1974 NEGOTIATIONS GPNG 
AND BPG AGREED THAT A PART OF THE MINE ROYALTIES WOULD 
GO TO THE PROVINCIAL GOVT. THESE PAYMENTS WERE 
SUSPENDED AFTER THE PROVINCIAL GOVT WAS TERMINATED. 

IT MAY BE THAT THE SECESSIONISTS ARE NOW FEELING 
FINANCI AL LY PRESSED. ELECTIONS SCHEDULED BY 
SECESSIONISTS MAY POSE MORE ANGUISH TO GPNG POLICY- 
MAKERS THAN OTHER THREATS. GPNG HAS LONG CLAIMED 
THAT SINCE BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT 
(ASSEMBLY) MEMBERS WERE NAMED IN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
LEGISLATION (BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVT ACT OF 1974) 
AND NOT ELECTED, THE REPEAL OF THE 1974 BOUGAINVILLE 
ACT CANCELLED ANY RIGHT THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY MIGHT 
HAVE CLAIMED TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE OF BOUGAINVILLE. 

6. IF ELECTIONS ARE HELD, THE RESULTING ASSEMBLY 
MEMBERS COULD CLAIM THAT THEY REPRESENT THE WILL OF 
THE BOUGAINVILLE PEOPLE AS EXPRESSED IN "DEMOCRATIC" 
ELECTIONS, A STEP TOWARD CREATING AN AURA OF LEGITIMACY 
FOR THE SECESSIONISTS LEADERS. 
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